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Chapter |
Title, Legal Basis & Effective Date

Section 1.1 Title
This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Golden Township Zoning Ordinance."
Section 1.2 Legal Basis

This Ordinance was adopted pursuant to the provisions of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (P.A. 110
of 2006, as amended).

Section 1.3 Severability

The provisions of this Ordinance are severable. If any provision is held unconstitutional by any court,
such holding shall not impair or affect the remaining provisions of this Ordinance.

Section 1.4 Repeal
This Ordinance repeals the previous Golden Township Zoning Ordinance in its entirety.
Section 1.5 Effective Date

This Ordinance shall become effective as of the date of publication of a notice of its adoption by the
Golden Township Board of Trustees.

Chapter ll
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Purpose & Interpretation
Section 2.1 Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote and preserve the health, safety, security, and general
welfare; to provide for the orderly development of the township; to encourage the use of the lands and
resources in accordance with their character and adaptability; to limit and discourage the improper use
of lands, buildings and other structures; to create and maintain safe and favorable conditions for living,
economic activity, and recreational activities; to reduce hazards to life and property; to provide, in the
interests of health and safety, standards under which certain buildings and structures may be erected
and used; to stabilize and enhance property values; to provide for safety in vehicular traffic on public
roadways and in public and private parking areas; to establish minimum standards and regulations
applicable to open spaces, lot and parcel size, the location and use of buildings and structures, and
the development of land for residential, commercial, recreational, industrial, institutional, public and
other purposes; to facilitate the development of adequate systems of transportation, fire protection,
education, recreation, sewage disposal, safe and adequate water supplies, and other public
requirements; to conserve life, property and natural resources, and the use of public funds for public
services and improvements to conform with the most advantageous use of land, resources and
properties; and to provide standards and regulations intended to assist with implementation of the
Golden Township Master Plan.

Section 2.2 Interpretation

This Ordinance is not intended to repeal, annul or impair existing provisions of other laws or
ordinances, or any private restrictions placed upon property by covenant, deed or other private
agreement.

In those instances where this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the use of buildings or
land, or upon the height of buildings and structures, or on lot coverage, or where this Ordinance

requires greater lot areas or larger yards or other open spaces than required by other laws, ordinances
or private restrictions, the provisions of this Ordinance shall prevail.

Chapter lil

Section 3.1  General Interpretation
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For the purpose of this Ordinance, words used in the present tense include the future tense, words
used in the singular include the plural, and words in the plural include the singular.

The term "shall" is always mandatory and not discretionary or directory. The term, "the Township"
shall mean Golden Township in Oceana County, Michigan.

Any word or term not defined shall be defined by common or standard usage.

The word "building" includes the word "structure." The word "lot" includes the words "tract," "parcel"
And “building site”. Amended June 8" 2004.

The words "used" or "occupied" as applied to any land or building shall be construed to include the
words "intended," "arranged," or "designed to be used or occupied."

The term adjoining lots and parcels is intended to include lots and parcels separated by highways,
roads, streets, rivers, public utilities, and easements.

The word "person" includes any individual, partnership, association, trust, or corporation, or any other
legal entity or combination of legal entities.

Section 3.2 Definitions
Accessory Use

A use of land that is customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use of a lot, and that is
located on the same lot on which that principal use is located.

Accessory Building

A freestanding building that is located on a lot on which a principal use or principal building is located,
and that is devoted to and occupied by a use that is customarily incidental and subordinate to that
principal building or use. Examples of accessory buildings include, but are not limited to, detached
residential garages and sheds, boat houses, snowmobile sheds, greenhouses, guard or gate houses,
barns, and swimming pools.

Adult uses

This term shall include adult book stores, adult cabarets, adult motion picture theaters, massage
establishments, not run by therapists licensed by the American Massage Therapy Association or a
graduate of a certified School of Massage Therapy, and nude artists or photography studios.
These terms are further defined as follows:

A. Adult Book Store- An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its stock
in trade, books, magazines, or other periodicals, videotapes, movies, or adult-related
novelties which are characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or
relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” as defined herein, or
an establishment with a segment or section devoted to the sale or display of such material.
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B. Adult Cabaret- An establishment including but not limited to, a café, restaurant, or bar
which features go-go dancers, erotic dancing, lap dancing strippers, topless and/or
bottomless wait-staff, male or female impersonators, or similar entertainers.

C. Adult Motion Picture Theater- An establishment presenting material distinguished or
characterized by an emphasis on material depicting, describing, or relating to “specified
sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”, as defined herein, for the observation by
paying patrons.

D. Massage Establishment- An establishment having a fixed location for business where
persons not certified by the American Massage Therapy Association or a graduate of a
certified School of Massage Therapy administer massages for pay. A massage is defined
as method of treating external human body parts by rubbing, stroking, kneading, tapping or
vibrating with the hand or any instrument. This does not include massage to the scalp,
neck, face or shoulders.

E. Nude Artist and Photography Studio- any premises used solely as a place which offers as
its principal activity the providing of models to display “specified anatomical areas” or
“specified sexual activities” as defined herein for artists or photographers for a fee or
charge. 04-09-04

F. Specified Anatomical Areas- Specified anatomical areas are defined as less than
completely and opaquely covered:

1. Human genitals, pubic region, buttock, and female breasts displaying the nipple
area.

2. Human male genitals in a discernible turgid state, even if completely and opaquely
covered.

G. Specified Sexual Activities
Specified sexual activities are defined as:

1. Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal

2. Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or sodomy

3. Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock, or female
breasts.

Amended June 8" 2004.

Agricultural Labor Camp

A lot and all buildings or structures pertaining thereto, part of which is established, occupied or used as
living quarters for migratory laborers engaged in agricultural activities, including related food
processing, and which may or may not be licensed under the provisions of Act 368 of the Public Acts
of 1968, as amended.

Amusement Facility

A business enterprise, which may or may not include buildings and structures, where there are various
rides, devices, and/or coin-operated games for entertainment of and/or use by patrons.

Basement

That portion of a building partly below the grade but so located that the vertical distance from the
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average grade to the floor is greater than the vertical distance from the average grade to the ceiling.

Bed and Breakfast Establishment

A private residence that offers sleeping accommodations to the travelling public in six (6) or fewer
bedrooms located within the residence, and that offers breakfasts to its lodgers for no additional cost.

Boarding House

A single-family dwelling where lodging and
meals are furnished to three or more persons
who are not members of the family occupying
the dwelling on a weekly or monthly basis.

Buildable Area

That portion of a lot or building site excluding

required yards and

open space areas.

Amended June 8" 2004.

Building

Rear Lot Line

Rear Setback Line --------—-

Side Lot Line

—

Front Setback Line

-~ Side Setback Line

Side Lot Line

\— Front Lot Line

A structure, either temporary or permanent, having a roof supported by columns, walls, or other
supports, which is for the purpose of housing, storing, enclosing or sheltering persons, animals,
personal property, or for conducting business activities or other similar uses.

Deck Line

Mansard Roof

Measure to deck line.

Ridge Line

Eave

Gable or Hip
Roof

Measure to halfway point between
eave and ridge.

Ridge Line

Eave

Gambrel Roof

Measure to halfway point between
eave and ridge.

Flat Roof

Measure to highest point.

Building, Principal

A building within which is conducted the
principal or main use of the lot on which it is

located.

Building Height

The vertical distance from the established
grade at the center of the front of the building,
to the highest point of the roof surface if a flat
roof, to the deck line for mansard roofs, and
to the mean height between eaves and ridge

for gabled, hip and gambrel roofs.

Campground

A business or parcel that offers sites for Recreational Vehicle units or tents on a daily, weekly,
GOLDEN TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
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monthly, or annual basis. Accommodations may include, but are not limited to camp store,
swimming pool, and recreational facilities. Amended June 8" 2004

Carry-Out Restaurant

A business establishment which by design of physical facilities, or by service or packaging procedures
permits or encourages the purchase of prepared ready-to-eat foods intended primarily to be consumed
off the premises, and where the consumption of food in motor vehicles on the premises is not
encouraged.

Common Elements

Portions of a condominium project and site condominium project other than the condominium units.
Amended June 8" 2004

Condominium Project

Land developed and owned under the provisions of the Condominium Act (P.A. 59 of 1978, as
amended).

Condominium Project, Site

A subdivision where the owner of a unit also owns the defined lot where the building is located.
Amended June 8" 2004.

Condominium Unit

That portion of a condominium project designed and intended for separate ownership and use, as
described in the master deed.

Condominium Subdivision

A division of land, on the basis of condominium ownership, which is not subject to the provisions of the
Land Division Act (P.A. 591 of 1996, as amended).

Development or to Develop

The construction of any new building or other structure on a lot, the relocation of any existing buildings,
or the use of a lot for any new use.

Dock

A temporary or permanent structure, built out and over the water, supported by pillars or pilings, which
provides a mooring for one or more for motorboats or sailboats.

Drive-In Establishment, Drive-Through Establishment

A business which offers goods or services to customers who purchase goods or services while
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remaining in their in vehicles.
Drive-In Restaurant

A business establishment which by design of physical facilities permits or encourages the purchase
and consumption of prepared ready-to-eat foods by customers who remain in their vehicles.

Driveway, Residential
A driveway providing access from a public or private road to a single parcel of property.
(amended December 1999)

Driveway, Commercial

A driveway providing access from a public or private road to any business enterprise, resort, public or
private recreational facility, governmental or institutional facility, or to any multiple family dwelling.

Dwelling

A building that is designed, occupied and used exclusively as a residence for one or more families.
Accessory buildings, tents, automobiles, school busses, and recreational vehicles are not considered
to be dwellings under the meaning of this definition, and shall not be utilized as such. Amended June
8" 2004

Dwelling, Single Family

A building that is designed for occupancy and use by one (1) family.

Dwelling, Two Family

A building that is designed for occupancy and use by two (2) families living independently of each
other in separate dwelling units.

Dwelling Multiple Family

A building that is designed for occupancy by three (3) or more families living independently of each
other in separate dwelling units.

Dwelling Unit

One or more rooms designed for occupancy and use as an self-contained housekeeping unit for one
family, including kitchen, sleeping and sanitary facilities.

Dwelling Unit, Senior Independent
A separate dwelling unit in a Retirement Community building which provides a minimum of 575 square

feet of floor area to be occupied by no more than two occupants who are each 55 years of age or
older. (amended 11/30/00)
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Essential Service

The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities or municipal departments or
commissions of underground or overhead gas, electrical, steam or water transmission or distribution
systems, collection, communication, supply or disposal systems, including poles, wires, mains, drains,
sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, towers, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants,
and other similar equipment and accessories, in connection therewith including, buildings reasonably
necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such public utilities or municipal departments or
commissions or for the public health and safety and/or general welfare. Amended June 8" 2004.

Established Grade

The average finished ground level adjoining a building or structure at all exterior walls. When finished
ground level slopes away from the exterior walls, grade shall be established by the lowest points
between the building and the lot line. When the lot line is more than ten (10) feet from the building,
average grade shall be established by the lowest point between a building and a point ten (10) feet
from the building.

Family

1. Family means one person, two persons, two unrelated persons, or where there are more than
two persons residing in a dwelling, persons classified constituting a family shall be husband,
wife, son, daughter, father, mother, brother, sister, grandfather, grandmother, grandson,
granddaughter, aunt, uncle, stepchildren, and legally adopted children, or any combination of
the above persons living together in a single dwelling unit.

2. Domestic Unit: a domestic unit is a collective number of individuals living together in one
dwelling unit whose relationship is of a regular and permanent nature and having a distinct
domestic character or a demonstrable and recognizable bond where each party is responsible
for the basic material needs of the other(s) and all are living and cooking as a single
housekeeping unit.

3. Anyone seeking the rights and privileges afforded a member of a family or a domestic unit by
this ordinance shall have the burden of proof by clear and convincing evidence of each of the
elements of a family or domestic unit.

Family Day Care Home

A private home in which one (1) but fewer than seven (7) minor children are received for care and
supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except
children related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage or adoption. Family day care
home includes a home in which care is given to an unrelated minor child for more than four (4) hours
during a calendar day.

Farm Building

Any building or structure other than a dwelling that is located on a farm, and that is essential to and
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customarily used on farms of that type for the agricultural purposes.
Flood Plain

An area adjoining the channel of a river, stream, water course, lake or other similar body of water
which has been or could be inundated by floodwaters.

Floor Area

The area of all floors computed by measuring the dimensions of the outside walls of a building
excluding porches, patios, terraces, breezeways, carports, verandas, attached garages, and attics
having headroom of more than six and one-half (6.1/2) feet. For commercial buildings, areas used
exclusively for the storage of goods or materials shall be excluded from the floor area calculation.
Amended June 8" 2004.

Garage, Commercial

Any building that is not a private garage that is used for storing, repairing, servicing, cleaning, caring
for, refinishing, reconditioning, renting, equipping, or sale of any vehicle.

Garage, Private

A detached accessory building, or portion of a dwelling used primarily for the storage of passenger
vehicles by the occupants of the premises.

Gasoline Service Station

A business enterprise which in addition to the dispensing of vehicular fuels offers to perform
automobile maintenance, service or repair by the business owner or owners representatives, and
which nay offer incidental sale of merchandise, such as convenience foods and items not related to the
maintenance, service or repair of vehicles.

Group Day Care Home

A private home in which more than six (6) but not more than twelve (12) minor children are given care
and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian,
except children related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage or adoption. Group day
care home includes a home in which care is given to an unrelated minor child for more than four (4)
weeks a calendar year.

Hazardous Substances

A chemical or other material which is or may become injurious to the pubic health, safety, or welfare,
or to the natural environment.

Home Occupation

Any profession or other occupation conducted in a dwelling which is clearly incidental and secondary
GOLDEN TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE Page | 9



to the use of the lot and dwelling for residential purposes, and which complies with the regulations
established by General Provisions Section 4.25.

Hotel

See Motel.

Inland Lake or Stream

A natural or artificial lake, pond or impoundment; a river, stream or creek which may or may not be
serving as a drain as defined by PA 40 of 1956, as amended; or any other body of water which has
definite banks, a bed and visible evidence of a continued flow or continued occurrence of water.
Junk Yard or Salvage Yard

A business enterprise where junk, waste, discarded, salvaged or salvageable materials are bought,
sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled, or handled, including but not limited to wrecked
or used motor vehicles, used building materials, used equipment, and other manufactured goods that
are worn, deteriorated, or obsolete.

Keyhole Development

The use of a waterfront lot as common open space for lake or stream access by the owners of lots that
do not have frontage on a lake or stream, or by the patrons or occupants of a public or private

campgrounds and resorts.

Lot

A measured portion of land that is a numbered — Road
lot in a platted subdivision, a condominium unit

in a condominium subdivision building site in a Corner Lot % 4
site condominium project, or a parcel of land Interior Lot %o
described by metes and bounds. Amended Through

June 8th 2004 Interior Lot Corner Lot
Flag Lot

Road

Lot, Corner

D
Corner Lot 00
Q.

A lot or building site at which has frontage on
two intersecting public or private roadways, or
which has frontage on a curving roadway,
provided that such frontage has an interior
angle at the curve of less than 135 degrees.
Amended June 8" 2004

Interior Lot

i

Road

Lot, Through

A lot or building site other than a corner lot having frontage on two non-intersecting public or private
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roadways. Amended June 8" 2004

Lot Line, Front

That property line separating a lot from a public or private road right-of-way. On a corner lot, the front
lot line shall be those property lines
separating the lot from both road rights-

most distant from the front lot line. On Lot Width
a corner lot, the Zoning Administrator
shall determine a property line, other
than a front lot line, that will serve as
the rear lot line. In the case of a non- Road
residential corner lot, or permitted non-
residential use in a residential zoning
district, the Planning Commission shall
determine which lot line, other than a
front property line, that will serve as the
rear lot line.

of-way.
Rear Lot Line
Lot Line, Side :
|
That property line that is neither a front l
or rear lot line. £ | < £
= I & =
S I a S
Lot Line, Rear p | g P
That property line whichis oppositeand | | _: ______
|
|
[

/—— Front Lot Line

Road RightofWay

Lot, Water Abutting
A lot abutting a lake or stream.
Lot of Record, Lawful

A lot which has been recorded in the office of the Oceana County Register of Deeds on or before the
effective date of this Ordinance.

Lot Width

The horizontal distance between side lot lines measured perpendicular to the side lot line, at the front
yard setback line, and remaining undiminished between that setback line and the rear lot line.

Mini storage facility

A building or group of buildings for rent or sale to the public for storage of personal property, not as
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an accessory building or use.
Mobile Home

A single family dwelling unit of a type and quality conforming with the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development mobile home construction and safety standards, being 24CFR 3280,
as amended, and which is transportable in one or more sections and designed to be used as a
dwelling with or without a permanent foundation. A mobile home is not a recreational vehicle.

Mobile Home Park

A lot on which three (3) or more mobile homes are located on a continual, non-recreational basis, and
which is offered to the public for that purpose regardless of whether a charge is made therefore,
together with any building, structure, enclosure, street, equipment, or facility used or intended for use
incidental to the occupancy of a mobile home.

Motel

A business establishment providing lodging for the travelling public with parking facilities contiguous to
the motel building. A motel may provide on premise food service or restaurant facilities for use by
lodgers and other patrons, and may or may not provide on premise recreational facilities for use by
patrons such as swimming pools and tennis courts. For the purpose of this Ordinance "motel" and
"hotel" are considered synonymous.

Nonconforming Building or Structure

A lawfully established building, structure, or portion thereof that lawfully existed before the effective
date of this Ordinance, and that does not meet the floor area, setback, parking or other dimensional
regulations for the zoning district in which it is located.

Nonconforming Lot of Record

A lawfully established lot of record that does not meet the area and width requirements of the zoning
district in which it is located.

Nonconforming Use

A use of land, or use of land and buildings, which lawfully existed before the effective date of this
Ordinance that does not conform to the use regulations of the zoning district in which such land is
located.

Ordinary High Water Mark

The line between upland (land lying above the ordinary high water mark) and bottomland (land lying
below the ordinary high water mark) which persists through successive changes in water levels, below
which the presence and action of water is so common or recurrent that the character of the land is
marked distinctly from the upland and is apparent in the soil itself, the configuration of the surface of
the soil and the vegetation.
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Parcel
A lot.
Park, Private

A lot contiguous to or located in a subdivision, condominium subdivision, or other condominium project
that is owned by a property owner's association or condominium association that is exclusively
designated and used for passive and active recreation by association members and which may or may
not include bathhouses, picnic pavilions, and restroom facilities.

Park, Public

A publicly owned lot designated and used by the public for historic or recreational activities which may
or may not include museums, bathhouses, picnic pavilions and restroom facilities.

Planning Commission
The Golden Township Planning Commission.
Public Utility

Any firm, corporation, municipal department, or board authorized to furnish and furnishing water,
natural gas, propane gas, telephone, electricity, sewage disposal, or other utility services to the public.

Recreational Vehicle

A motorized or non-motorized vehicle or prefabricated portable structure such vehicle or structure
being less than 12 feet wide designed and intended for use as a temporary living quarters for
recreational, camping, or travel use, including travel trailers, pop-up camper trailers, motor homes, and
truck-mounted campers. (Amended 5/8/2001)

Resort

A business establishment that provides temporary lodging accommodations, with or without meals and
other services, for the travelling public. Forthe purpose of this Ordinance a resort can provide lodging
accommodations in a single building having several separate lodging accommodations, in separate
buildings each providing an individual lodging accommodation, or by a combination of lodging
accommodations and campsites, and which may also provide on-premise recreational facilities such
as swimming pools, tennis courts, and similar facilities.

Restaurant

A business establishment where food and drink is prepared, served and consumed primarily within the
principal building.

Retirement Community

One or more one-story buildings comprised of Senior Independent Dwelling Units and which may also
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house central food service, exercise and social activity facilities. A Retirement Community is not a
facility licensed by the state of Michigan to provide full-time, intermediate or extended nursing and/or
medical care to persons who by reason of chronic iliness, infirmity or advanced age are unable to care
for themselves. (amended 11/30/00)

Road, Private
Any road or thoroughfare for vehicular traffic that is privately owned and maintained, and that provides
the principal means of access to abutting properties.

Road, Public

Any road, street or thoroughfare for vehicular traffic that is publicly owned and maintained, and that
provides the principal means of access to abutting properties.

Roadside Farm Stand

A booth or other enclosure located on a farm from which farm produce and farm products are sold to
the general public.

Setback
The distance between a lot line and the nearest point of a building or structure.
Rear Lot Line
Rear Setback Line -——-—-—- \
\ T Side Setback Line
\ /
///
g 2
3 3
3 S
3 3
7] 7}
/,
/
//
Front Setback Line ----7
Road RightofWay \ .
Front Lot Line
Road

Setback Line

An imaginary line situated at ground level and parallel to a lot line or building site beyond which no
portion of a building or structure may be located except as otherwise provided for in this Ordinance.

Amended June 8™ 2004.
Setback, Front

The linear distance measured between a front lot line or building site and any portion of a building or
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structure.
Amended June 8" 2004.

Setback, Rear

The linear distance measured between a rear lot line or building site and any portion of a building or
structure

Amended June 8" 2004.

Setback, Side

The linear distance measured between a side lot line or building site and any portion of a building or
structure.

Amended June 8" 2004.

State Licensed Residential Facility

A structure constructed for residential purposes licensed by the state pursuant to Act 287 of

P.A. of 1972 as amended, and Act 116 of P.A. of 1973 as amended, which provides resident
services for six (6) or less persons under 24-hour supervision for persons in need of such supervision.
This definition does not include Adult Foster Care Facilities licensed by a state agency for care and
treatment of persons released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions.

Story

That part of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the next floor or
the roof above. In the case of basements where the distance from the average established grade
to the ceiling of a story below grade exceeds five (5) feet, then the basement shall be counted as a
story.

Story, Half

A story which is situated within a sloping roof, the area of which at a height of four (4) feet above the
floor does not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the floor area directly below it, wherein living quarters are
used only as a part of the dwelling situated in the story below.

Sign

See Chapter XIV for definitions of the various types of signs regulated by this Ordinance.

Street

See road.

Structure

Anything constructed or erected, the use or placement of which requires a more or less permanent
GOLDEN TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE Page | 15



location on the ground or attachment to something having a permanent location on the ground,
including buildings, signs, billboards, swimming pools, gazebos, sheds, storage bins, though excluding
fences, sidewalks, driveways and roads.

Tavern

Any business establishment where alcoholic beverages are sold for consumption by patrons on the
premises.

Tourist Home

A private residence where lodging accommodations are provided to the travelling public for
compensation with or without meals.

Township Board
The Golden Township Board of Trustees
Water's Edge

See ordinary high water mark.
Wind Powered generators

A structure designed and built to produce electricity. Such structure shall be operated only by wind
power.
Amended June 8" 2004

Yard |
Rear Yard
An open space on the same lot with a building that is Side Yard
unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward,  side Yard
except as otherwise provided herein. The
measurement of a yard shall be construed as the
minimum required horizontal distance between the lot
line and any portion of a building or structure. |

Front Yard

Yard, Front | /_

Road RightofWay

Front Lot Line

A yard occupying the full width of a lot located between
a front lot line and any portion of a building or structure.

Yard, Rear

A yard occupying the full width of a lot located between a rear lot line and any portion of a building or
structure.

Yard, Side

A yard located between a side lot line and any portion of a building or structure.
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Zoning Administrator
The Golden Township Zoning Administrator
Zoning Board of Appeals

The Golden Township Zoning Board of Appeals.
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Chapter IV
General Provisions

4.1 Extent of Regulations

The regulations contained in this Chapter shall apply to all uses in all zoning districts except as may be
provided elsewhere in this Ordinance.

4.2 Effect of Zoning

No building, structure, lot, use, or development shall be built, moved, extended, enlarged, altered,
created, used, or occupied except in compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

4.3 Unlawful Uses Not Authorized

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as authorization for nor approval of the continuance of the
unlawful use of a building, structure, or land on the effective date of this Ordinance or any amendment
thereto.

4.4 Principal Use of Property

Except as permitted elsewhere in this Ordinance, no more than one principal use uses shall be
established on any lot.

4.5 Principal Use Required

Accessory buildings, structures, and uses shall be established only on lots occupied by a lawfully
established principal use.

4.6 Road Frontage Required

All lots shall abut an improved public or private road.

4.7 Zoning Approval & Building Permits

The construction of buildings and structures, and activities associated with the establishment of
developments and uses regulated by this Ordinance shall be commenced only after zoning
approvals required by this Ordinance and building permits required by the Oceana County Building
Code have been obtained.

4.8 Moving of Buildings & Structures

The moving of an existing building or structure to a new location shall be considered an act of

constructing a new building or structure, and all provisions of this Ordinance applicable to the
construction of such building or structure shall apply.
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4.9

Front yard setback requirements shall apply to
both yards fronting on road rights-of-way.

410 Front Yard Setbacks on Through

Front yard setback requirements shall apply to
both yards fronting on road rights-of-way.

Front Yard Setbacks on Corner Lots Road

Front Lot Line

Front Setback Line

Corner Lot

Side Lot Line
Side Lot Line

Side Lot Line Rear Lot Line

Road

Lots

Rear Lot Line

Front Lot Line

Side Lot Line

~

Front Setback Line

411 Setbacks on Water Abutting Lots

Lake or Stream On waterfront lots, all buildings and structures
— (except docks, boat houses, pump houses, and other
m structures authorized by this Ordinance) shall be set

back at least fifty (50) feet from the water's edge.

50'

Side Lot Line

If a lot is separated from the water's edge by a public
or private road right-of-way or other easement, and if
the width of such right-of-way or easement when
combined with zoning district setback regulations is
less than 50 feet, then the above provision shall

Side Lot Line

Front Lot Line
an

Road RightofWay apply.

Road
* 412 Regulations Applicable to Dwellings

4.

The following regulations shall apply to all dwellings
located outside of licensed mobile home parks.

All dwellings shall comply with the minimum floor area requirements established by applicable
zoning district regulations.

All dwellings shall have a minimum width across any front, side or rear elevation of 16 feet at
time of construction. Modular and manufactured homes must be no smaller than 16 feet
(manufacturer’s classification) and be no older than 5 years at the time of placement. As
amended 7-8-08.

All dwellings shall comply with the building, electrical, mechanical, and plumbing codes
administered by Oceana County. In the event a dwelling is a mobile home, it shall meet or
exceed mobile home construction and safety standards promulgated by the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development, being 24CFR 3280, as amended.

All dwellings shall be placed upon and anchored to a foundation complying with the building
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413

code administered by Oceana County. Inthe event that a dwelling is a mobile home, it shall be
placed upon a foundation complying with the building code administered by Oceana County,
and shall be anchored to such foundation pursuant to the manufacturer's setup instructions in
compliance with rules and regulations of the Michigan Mobile Home Commission.

Dwellings shall have no exposed towing mechanisms, undercarriage, or chassis.

All dwellings shall be connected to water supply and sewage disposal systems approved by
the Oceana County Health Department.

Dwelling shall provide a storage area, either within the dwelling, or in a separate structure of
standard construction. This storage area shall be equal to 10% of the habitable floor area of
the dwelling or 100 square feet, whichever is be less.

Use of Basement as Living Quarters

When not attached to any above-ground dwelling, the use of a basement for living quarters shall be
prohibited. The use of a basement of a partially completed building as a dwelling unit is prohibited.

4.14

Use of Semi-Trailers for Storage Purposes

The use of semi-trailers and other trailers for the storage of agricultural products in the agricultural
zoning district prior to the shipment of such products for processing or sale is permitted in the
agricultural zoning district as a matter of right. The use of semi-trailers for the storage of goods or
materials in any other zoning district shall not be permitted unless otherwise stated on the Zoning
Permit, but not more than 6 months.

4.15

1.

4.16

Lawfully Established Nonconforming Lots of Record

Lots in Platted Subdivisions

Nonconforming contiguous separately numbered lots under single ownership in platted
subdivisions recorded before the date of this Ordinance may be sold as separate buildable
lots. Such lots shall be subject to the following setback regulations. The side and rear yard
setbacks shall be no less than 6 feet. The front yard setback shall be determined by the
average of the nonconforming front yard setbacks of existing buildings within 200 feet
either way of the proposed building on the same side of the road. AMENDED JUNE 8™
2004.

Lots Outside of Platted Subdivisions

Contiguous lots under single ownership outside of platted subdivisions lawfully created and
recorded before the effective date of this Ordinance may be sold as separate buildable lots.
Such lots shall be subject to applicable zoning district setback regulations.

Residential Accessory Buildings & Structures

Accessory buildings shall not be used for dwelling purposes, nor for the conduct of any
business enterprise.
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2. Accessory buildings shall comply with setback requirements for principal buildings.

3. Accessory buildings having a floor area of 200 square feet or less, shall be exempt from the
provisions of the Oceana County Building Code, though shall comply with the setback
requirements established by this Section.

4. An accessory building may be erected in any residential zoning district only as an accessory to
an existing dwelling on which an occupancy permit has been issued. As amended 7-8-08.

4.17 Accessory Buildings on Water Abutting Lots

Except for bathhouses, gazebos, and buildings less than 120 square feet, accessory buildings may not
be located between the water's edge and a required or established setback line, though may be
located between a principal building and road right-of-way conditioned upon compliance with setback
requirements applicable to principal buildings.

418 Accessory Buildings & Structures on Corner & Through Lots

Accessory building may not be located in the front yards of corner and through lots.

419 Detached Garages

On all lots of less than one-half (1/2) acre, one detached garage shall permitted per lot. Such garages
shall be limited to one story of usable floor area, and shall not exceed 15 feet in height. Detached
garages shall not be used to provide guest or living quarters on either a temporary or permanent basis.

4.20 Other Accessory Buildings

On lots in platted subdivisions, one additional accessory building in addition to a detached garage is
permitted provided such building does not exceed 400 square feet in area.

4.21 Swimming Pools

In and above ground swimming pools are permitted accessory structures, and shall comply with
setback requirements applicable to accessory structures.
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4.22 Traffic Visibility Across Corner Lots

No structure, fence or planting in excess of 30
inches in height shall be allowed within the
area formed by the point of intersection of road
right-of-ways, and the points on both road
rights-of-way located 35 feet from the point of
intersection.

4.23 Mixed Residential & Business Use
in Same Building

When permitted by zoning district regulations,
dwelling units located in buildings which are
also used for business purposes must provide

Road

35°

Road RightofWay

35

Road

Road RightofWay

Clear Vision Arsa

Corner Lot

a minimum floor area of 720 square feet.

4.24

Water Supply & Sewage Disposal

All buildings shall comply with District Health Department regulations applicable to water supply and
sewage disposal systems.

4.25

1.

©

Home Occupations

Home occupations are permitted as a special use in all zoning districts in which single-family
dwellings are permitted.

Home Occupations shall be operated in their entirety within the dwelling (not within an attached
or detached garage or accessory building), and shall occupy no more than twenty-five percent
(25%) of the dwelling's floor area. Attached and detached residential garages may be used for
incidental storage.

Home Occupations shall be conducted only by the person or persons occupying the premises
as their principal residence.

Home Occupations shall be incidental and subordinate to the principal use of the dwelling for
residential purposes and shall not detract from the residential character of the premises or
neighborhood.

Home Occupations shall not result in the creation of conditions that would constitute a
nuisance to adjoining property owners and surrounding zoning district.

Traffic and delivery or pickup of goods shall not exceed that normally created by residential
uses. Any machinery, mechanical devices or equipment employed in the conduct of a Home
Occupation shall not generate noise, vibration, radiation, odor, glare, smoke, steam, or other
condition not associated with the use of the dwelling for residential purposes.

The outdoor storage of goods and/or materials of any kind is prohibited. No goods or materials
shall be sold that are not produced through the conduct of the Home Occupation.

There shall be no parking permitted within any setback areas.

There shall be no exterior evidence of the Home Occupation other than an unlighted
nameplate (see sign regulations in Chapter XIV) not to exceed two square feet in area.
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4.26 Essential Services
Essential services are permitted in any Zoning District, subject to the following conditions:

1. Electrical substations, gas regulator stations, and any building associated with any essential
services shall be subject to the site plan review provisions of this Ordinance.

2. The design of electrical substation and gas regulator stations shall incorporate measures to
minimize aesthetic impacts on the surrounding area, such as use of screen walls and
enclosures, dense vegetative screening, earth berms, and low profile and intensity of exterior
lighting.

4.27 Storage of Hazardous Substances

1. Sites at which hazardous substances are stored, used or generated shall be designed to
prevent spills and discharges to the air, surface of the ground, groundwater, lakes, streams,
rivers, and wetlands.

2. Secondary containment for above ground areas where hazardous substances are stored or
used shall be provided. Secondary containment shall be sufficient to store the substances for
the maximum anticipated period of time necessary for the recovery of any released
substances.

3. General purpose floor drains may be approved only if connected to a public sanitary sewer
system, and only if approved in writing by the agency responsible for the operation and
maintenance of such system. General purpose floor drains are prohibited under all other
circumstances.

4. State and federal requirements for storage, spill prevention, record keeping, emergency
response, transport and disposal of hazardous substances shall be met. No discharges to
groundwater or surface water, whether direct or indirect, shall be allowed without required
federal and state permits and approvals.

4.28 Escrow Funds.

Applications for Site Plan Review, Special Use Permits and PUDs shall be submitted with an
application fee (as set from time to time by the Township Board) and an initial escrow fee in a dollar
amount determined by the Planning Commission to be sufficient to offset the expenditure of public
funds on the use of Township professional consultants during the review of such applications.

4.29 Garage Sales & Yard Sales

Garage sales and yard sales incidental to the use of a lot for residential purposes to sell household
items shall be permitted during one consecutive seven day period of time during any calendar
month. The operator of the garage or yard sale must be the owner, renter, or lessee of the parcel
where the sale is being conducted. Flea market dealers and transient sellers are prohibited.
Amended June 8" 2004.

.Signs advertising such sales shall not exceed four square feet in area, and shall be displayed only
during the duration of such sales. Amended June 8" 2004.
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4.30

Fences & Walls

Walls and fences may be erected along any property line subject to the following standards:

1.

2.

4.31

All fences and walls shall be of sound construction, and shall be maintained in a sound and
attractive condition.

No barbed wire or electrically charged fences shall be erected in any zoning district except the
Agricultural/Residential zoning district.

All fences and walls in front yards shall be limited to a maximum height of four feet, and shall
not be erected in clear vision areas on corner lots. Fences and walls in side yards shall be
limited to a maximum height of six feet.

The Planning Commission may authorize the erection of fences of greater height than specified
above as may be required for compliance with PUD, Site Plan Review, or Special Use approval
standards.

Keyhole Development

The standards contained in this section shall apply to all lots having frontage on or access to any lake
or stream regardless of whether access to a lake or stream is by way of an easement, park, common-
fee ownership, single-fee ownership, condominium arrangement, license, or lease.

1.

4.32

3.
4.

In all zoning districts there shall be a segment (as measured along the water's edge) of lake or
stream frontage that is equal to the minimum lot width required for those districts for each
dwelling unit, cottage, condominium unit, or site condominium unit utilizing or having access to
a lake or stream.

Any residential development (platted subdivision, condominium project, or association) that
shares a common lake or stream frontage is permitted to provide lake or stream access to one
dwelling unit, cottage, condominium unit, or site condominium unit for each segment of lake or
stream frontage that is equal to the minimum lot width requirement of the zoning district in
which such development is located.

Any residential development (platted subdivision, condominium project, or association) that
shares a common lake or stream frontage is permitted to have one dock for each segment of
lake or stream frontage that is equal to the minimum lot width requirement of the zoning district
in which such development is located.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to keyhole developments in existence as of the
effective date of this ordinance.

Private Road Standards (amended December 1999)
A 66 foot wide dedicated easement.

Minimum of 18 feet wide gravel surface with a depth of 6 inches compacted.
Amended June 8" 2004.

All necessary drainage i.e. ditches culverts etc.
A written maintenance agreement approved by the township board to be signed by the
developer and/or property owners as the parcels are sold. Amended June 8" 2004.
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4.33 Recreational Vehicle Use (amended 5/8/2001)

1. Recreational vehicles may be the primary use on lots only in upper Silver Lake Plats # 8
and #10 and the Plat of Lake Holiday Gardens; provided, however, such units must be
limited to one unit per lot; must be connected to sewer and water systems approved by
Dist. #10 Health Dept.; must have electrical hook-up Zoning permits are required for new
installations, improvements and additions.

2. A permit may be granted for one recreational vehicle for up to 12 months following the
issuance of a building permit for a primary use on that property and must be connected to
sewer and water systems approved by District #10 Health Department for that property. As
amended 7-8-08.

3. Except as provided in paragraphs 1 and 2 above in Section 4.33, recreational vehicles shall
not be moved upon any property that does not have a legal primary use including but not
limited to a dwelling; provided, however in RR and R1 RV’s shall be limited to one (1) per
parcel on parcels up to and including 5,000 sq. ft., two (2) per parcel on parcels 5,001 sq.
ft. up to and including 12,000 sq. ft., three (3) per parcel on parcels from12,001 sq. ft. up to
and including 1 acre, and four (4) per parcel of more than 1 acre. Such RV’s shall be in
place no more than seven (7) consecutive days with a maximum of thirty (30) days per
year. As amended 7-8-08.

4. Any non-conforming use of a recreational vehicle, which existed before May 17, 2001, the
effective date of this section 4.33, shall be exempt if and only if, such pre-existing use is
registered with the Zoning Administrator not later that June 30, 2001. Such registration
shall be in writing and shall state the date such use began, the make, year, and serial
number of the recreational vehicle.

5. The exemption for pre-existing non-conforming use of a recreational vehicle applies only to
the specific vehicle registered, and will not extend to a replacement vehicle. No
improvements or additions may be made to such exempt recreational vehicles. Further,
such non conforming use will be considered abandoned in the event of non use of the
registered vehicle for a period of 12 months.

4.34 Adult Uses Amended June 8™ 2004

It is recognized that adult uses, because of their very nature, have serious objectionable
operational characteristics, particularly when several are concentrated in certain areas, or when
located in proximity to residential areas or houses of worship, thereby having a detrimental effect
upon the adjacent areas. Special regulation of these uses is necessary to insure that these
adverse effects will not contribute to the blighting, or downgrading of the surrounding areas. These
regulations are for the purpose of preventing the concentration of these uses within an area or to
prevent the deterioration or blighting of nearby neighborhoods. These controls do not legitimize
activities which are prohibited in other sections of this Ordinnace.

1. Adult uses shall comply with the following requirements:
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a. The adult uses shall not be located within 1000 foot radius of any other such use or
be located on a lot within 1000 feet of a park, school, child care facility, church, or
place of worship.

b. Signs for an adult use must comply with the sign provisions of this ordinance, and
shall not include photographs, silhouette, drawings, or pictorial representations of
any type, nor include any animation or flashing illumination.

c. Signs must be posted on both interior and exterior walls of the entrances in a
location clearly visible, using letters at least 2 inches high, that:

1. “Persons under the age of 18 years are not permitted to enter”
2. “No alcoholic beverages of any type are permitted within the premises unless
allowed by license from the Michigan Liquor Control Commission”.

d. No product for sale or gift, or any picture or other representation of any
product for sale or gift, shall be displayed so that it is visible by any person of
normal visual acuity from the nearest adjoining roadway or property.

e. No adult use shall open for business before ten o’clock (10:00 A.M.) or after ten
o'clock (10:00 P.M.). However, Employees or other agents may be on the premises
at other hours for legitimate business purposes such as maintenance, record
keeping, preparation, and similar purposes.

f.  No adult use may be expanded without review and approval by the Planning
Commission.

4.35 Bed and Breakfast Amended June 8" 2004

A bed and breakfast establishment is an accessory use to a single family dwelling. The following
regulations are in place to insure little or no negative impact on the neighboring residential
properties.
1. Bed and breakfasts shall be operated by the owner of the dwelling, who must
reside on the premises.
2. There shall be one off street parking space for each rented sleeping unit and two
off street parking spaces for the residents.
3. Exterior refuse storage facilities beyond what might be normally expected for a
single family dwelling shall be screened by a 6 foot high solid fence on all sides.
4. One sign no more than six (6) square feet in area shall be permitted. It may be
illuminated by indirect light. It shall be set back ten (10) feet from any property line.
5. A maximum of two non family employees are allowed.
6. Meals may be served to family members, employees, and overnight guests only.

4.36 Group Day Care

A group day care home shall be issued a special use permit, conditional use permit, or other
similar permit if the group day care home meets all of the following standards:

1. s located not closer than 1500 feet to any of the following:
a. another licensed group day care home
b. an adult foster care small group home or large group home licensed
under the Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act, 1979 PA 218,
MCL 400.701 to 400.737
c. afacility offering substance abuse treatment and rehabilitation
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service to seven (7) or more people licensed under Article 6 of the
Public Health Code, 11978 PA 368, MCL333.6101 to 333.6523

d. a community correction center, resident home, halfway house, or
other similar facility which houses an inmate population under the
jurisdiction of the Dept. of Corrections

e. adult uses as described in Section 4.34 of this Ordinance.

2. Has appropriate fencing for the safety of the children in the group day care
home as determined by the local unit of government.

3. Maintains the property consistent with the visible characteristics of the
neighborhood.

4. Does not exceed 16 hours of operation during a 24 hour period. The local
unit of government may limit but not prohibit the operation of a group day care
home between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.

5. Meets regulations, if any, governing signs used by a group day care home to
identify itself.

6. Meets regulations, if any, requiring a group day care home operator to provide
off-street parking accommodations for his or her employees.

4.37 Impervious Surface Limitation

In Resort 1, Resort Residential, and Agricultural Residential zones, impervious surfaces shall be
limited to 50% of lot coverage. As amended 7-8-08.
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Chapter V
Zoning Districts & Zoning Map

5.1 Establishment of Zoning Districts
For the purposes of this ordinance, Golden Township is divided into the following zoning districts:

R-1 Single Family Residential
RR Resort Residential

AR Agricultural Residential

RC Resort Commercial

Cl Commercial Industrial

C-l Village Center Commercial
PUD Planned Unit Development

5.2 Zoning Map

The locations and boundaries of the above districts are established and shown on the Golden
Township Zoning Map and are adopted as part of this Ordinance. The official zoning map shall be
located at the Golden Township Hall, and together with other zoning records, shall be the final
authority as to status of zoning of property in the township.

5.3 Interpretation of Zoning District Boundaries

Where uncertainty exists as to the location of the boundaries of zoning districts as shown on the
zoning map, the following rules shall apply:

Where boundaries are indicated as approximately following section lines, and/or half, quarter or eighth
section lines, then such lines shall be construed as the district boundary.

Where boundaries are indicated as approximately following a street, then the centerline of such street,
or such line extended, shall be construed as the district boundary.

Boundaries indicated as approximately following lot lines shall be construed as following such lot lines.

Boundaries indicated as approximately following the boundaries of platted subdivisions shall be
construed as following such boundaries.

Boundaries indicated as following the shoreline of a lake, or the centerline of a stream, shall be
construed as following such shoreline or centerline.

In cases where the application of the above rules leaves a reasonable doubt as to the boundaries

between two districts, a boundary determination shall be made by the Zoning Board of Appeals after
receiving a recommendation by the Zoning Administrator.
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5.4 Lot Area, Lot Width, Setback & Height Requirements

Lot area, lot width and setback requirements for the various zoning districts are specified in Table
541.
TABLE 5.4.1-Lot Area, Lot Width, Setback & Height Requirements

Zoning Minimum Lot  Minimum Lot Setbacks Maximum
District Area Width Front Side Rear Building Height
R-1 12,000 sf 100’ 25’ 10 10 35
RR 12,000sf 100’ 25’ 10 10 35
AR 2 ACRES 300’ 40 30° 40 35
RC 21,780sf 150° 25’ 10 25’ 35
C-1 0 0 0 0 0 35
C-l 2 Acres 200’ 75 Note 5 15’ 35

Supplemental notes:

1. All buildings and structures must be set back at least 50 feet from the water's edge of a lake or
stream.
2. Accessory buildings on water abutting lots may not be located between the water's edge and

principal building.

3. Contiguous numbered lots under single ownership in platted subdivisions recorded before the
effective date of this Ordinance may be sold as separate numbered lots,,side and rear yard
setbacks shall be no less than 6 feet.

The front yard setback shall be determined by the average of the nonconforming front yard
setbacks of existing buildings within 200 feet either way of the proposed building on the same
side of the road. Amended June 8" 2004.

4, Barns, silos and similar agricultural buildings and structures are exempt from height
restrictions. Wireless communication towers and antennas. All towers and antennas regulated
by chapter XllI-A are not permitted or authorized pursuant to the provisions of this Section (see
4.26) but are, instead, permitted only as provided in chapter XIlI-A.

5. 10% of front lot width, minimum 10 feet maximum 50 feet ( amended December 1999)
6. Minimum lot area includes building site area. Amended June 8" 2004.
7. Minimum dwelling size in all districts is 720 square feet. Amended June 8" 2004.
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Chapter VI
R-1 Single Family Residential Zoning District

This zoning district has been established to accommodate high density, detached single-family
residential development.

6.1 Permitted Uses

Churches

Detached single-family dwellings

Residential accessory buildings and structures
Family day care homes

State Licensed Residential Facilities

6.2 Uses Permitted as PUDs

Detached single-family site condominium subdivisions
Detached single-family platted subdivisions
Mobile home parks

6.3 Special Uses

Schools

Community clubs & fraternal organizations

Publicly owned buildings and other buildings required for the provision of essential services without
exterior service or storage areas

Public and private parks

Retirement community (Amended 11/30/00)

Home occupations subject to the provisions of General Provisions Section 4.25

Group Day Care Home

Adult Foster Care for persons released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions

Other uses which are determined by the Planning Commission to be similar to the above permitted

and special uses. Such determinations shall be subject to the application and public hearing
procedures applicable to special uses as specified by Chapter XlII (Special Uses).
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6.4 Lot Area, Lot Width, Setback & Height Requirements

See Table 5.4.1

6.5 Floor Area Requirements

No dwelling shall be erected or altered which provides less than 720 square feet of floor area exclusive

of any garage area or area in any accessory building, except for senior independent units in a
Retirement community building. (Amended 11/30/00)
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Chapter Vii
Resort Residential Zoning District

This zoning district has been established in recognition of a need to provide for seasonal and year-
round residential development that will not be subject to encroachment by incompatible business and
commercial land uses. This district encompasses existing platted subdivisions and land areas
comprising smaller lots in areas of the Township near Silver Lake, Upper Silver Lake, and the Lake
Michigan Shoreline.
71 Permitted Uses
Detached single-family dwellings
Residential accessory buildings and structures
Family day care homes
Recreational vehicles in accordance with General Provisions 4.33 (amended 5/8/2001)
Churches
State Licensed Residential Facilities
7.2 Uses Requiring Approval as Planned Unit Developments
Detached single & two-family site condominium subdivisions
Detached single & two-family platted subdivisions
Multi-family dwellings
Resorts

7.3 Special Uses

Publicly owned buildings and buildings necessary to the provision of essential services without service
or storage areas

Community clubs & fraternal organizations

Public and private parks

Home occupations subject to the provisions of General Provisions Section 4.25

Group Day Care Home

Adult Foster Care for persons released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions

Other uses which are determined by the Planning Commission to be similar to the above permitted
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and special uses. Such determinations shall be subject to the application and public hearing
procedures applicable to special uses as specified by Chapter XIII (Special Uses).

7.4 Lot Area, Lot Width, Setback & Height Requirements
See Table 5.4.1
7.5 Floor Area Requirements

No dwelling shall be erected or altered which provides less than 720 square feet of floor area,
exclusive of any garage area or area in any accessory building.
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Chapter Vi
Resort Commercial Zoning District

This zoning district encompasses the Silver Lake business district which is characterized by seasonal,
tourism and recreation oriented business activity. The purpose of this district is to provide for the
establishment and maintenance of seasonal and year-round business establishments in that area of
the Township devoted to such uses as of the effective date of this Ordinance.

8.1 Permitted Uses

Restaurants

Boat liveries and bait shops

Resort and tourism oriented retail business establishments

Churches

One single-family dwelling unit on the second floor of or otherwise attached to a building occupied by a
permitted or special use. Such dwelling units shall provide a minimum floor area of 720 square feet,
and shall be limited to occupancy by the building or business owner.

Accessory building and structures. Amended June 8" 2004.

8.2 Special Uses

Motels & hotels

Amusement facilities providing either or both indoor or outdoor amusement activities.

Carry-out & drive-through restaurants

Drive-through business establishments

Commercial garages

Gasoline service stations

Campgrounds & resorts

Other uses which are determined by the Planning Commission to be similar to the above permitted
and special uses. Such determinations shall be subject to the application and public hearing
procedures applicable to special uses as specified by Chapter XIlII (Special Uses).

8.3 Lot Area, Lot Width, Setback & Height Requirements

See Table 5.4.1.
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Chapter IX
Agricultural/Residential Zoning District

The Agricultural/Residential District is intended for promoting and preserving agricultural land uses
while allowing limited residential development. This district encompasses active farmland and other
areas devoted to low density residential development.

9.1 Permitted Uses

Farms and forestry

Roadside farm stands selling produce and farm products grown in Oceana County.
(amended December 1999)

Single-family dwellings

Agricultural labor camps

Churches, schools, and cemeteries

Publicly owned buildings and essential services without service or storage areas
Accessory buildings and structures

State Licensed Residential Facility

Family Day Care Home

9.2 Uses Requiring Approval as Planned Unit Developments
Detached single-family site condominium subdivisions

Multi-Family site condominium projects (amended 8/12/2003)
Detached single-family platted subdivisions

Campgrounds

Mobile home parks

Mixed use developments

9.3 Special Uses

Grain elevators & commercial food processing facilities

Auto and farm machinery and supplies, sales, and service
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Hunting and fishing preserves

Golf Courses & driving ranges

Sanitary landfills and sewage disposal systems

Public & private parks

Home occupations subject to the provisions of General Provisions Section 4.25

Group Day Care Home

Adult Foster Care for persons released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions

Other uses which are determined by the Planning Commission to be similar to the above permitted
and special uses. Such determinations shall be subject to the application and public hearing
procedures applicable to special uses as specified by Chapter XIlII (Special Uses).

9.4 Lot Area, Lot Width, Setback & Height Requirements

See Table 5.4.1.

9.5 Floor Area Requirements

No dwelling shall be erected or altered which provides less than 720 square feet of floor area,
exclusive of any garage area or area in any accessory building.
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Chapter X
Commercial/lndustrial Zoning District

This zoning district encompasses existing commercial uses in and near the Mears Village area, and
along the Polk Road corridor west of the U.S. 31 interchange. This district is intended to accommodate
permitted and special uses specified below.

10.1 Permitted Uses

Any retail business selling food, prescription drugs, clothing, hardware, or jewelry; or businesses
furnishing services such as barber and beauty shops, banks, theaters, and floral shops

Any new or used car sales facility, not including repair facilities, pool or billiard hall, bowling alley,
electrical shop, dance hall, skating rink, carpenter shop, and plumbing shop

Private offices

Hospitals and clinics

Feed and grist mills

Animal hospitals

Receiving and shipping of agricultural products

Commercial cold storage and processing of agricultural products
Mini or self-storage warehouses

Churches

10.2 Special Uses

Laundry facilities

Dry cleaners

Print shops & paint shops

Hotels and motels

Amusement facilities

Public garages and gasoline service stations

Drive-through restaurants & other drive-through business establishments

Adult Uses
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Other uses which are determined by the Planning Commission to be similar to the above permitted
and special uses. Such determinations shall be subject to the application and public hearing
procedures applicable to special uses as specified by Chapter XllII (Special Uses).

10.3 Lot Area, Lot Width, Setback & Height Requirements
See Table 5.4.1.
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Chapter XI

C-1 Commercial District
This zoning district has been established to promote and preserve the Mears Village Center
economic base. This district encompasses what has historically been the commercial center of the
Township.
11.1 Permitted Uses
Retail business such as selling food, prescription drugs, clothing, hardware, jewelry, or furniture: or
service businesses such as barber or beauty shops, banks, floral shops, theatres, electrical shop,
carpenter shop, plumbing shop.
Restaurants, without drive-through
Offices such as, Doctor or Dentist, insurance, accounting.
Bakery
Accessory buildings
11.2 Special Uses
Gas Stations with or without repair facilities
Indoor amusement facilities
Residential accessory to commercial
11.3
Lot area: None
Setbacks: None
Lot Width: None
Building Height: 35 feet

Amended 12/12/2006

GOLDEN TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE Page | 39



Chapter XIi
Planned Unit Development (PUD) Zoning District

121 Purpose

The PUD zoning district is established to require a review and approval process for certain land uses
that would have undesirable impacts on the public health, safety and welfare if such a process was not
required. The PUD zoning district is established to accomplish the following objectives:

1. To encourage the use of land in ways consistent with its character and adaptability;

2. To enable farmers and other landowners to realize their rightful equity in their land holdings by
providing for the division, sale, and development of land;

3. To provide for the preservation of farmland, orchards, forest land, open space, visual and
community character, and to protect and preserve natural resources;

4. To provide for the division of land under the provisions of the Land Division Act (P.A. 591 of
1996, as amended) and the Condominium Act (P.A. 59 of 1978, as amended);

5. To provide for the orderly development of land and the orderly layout of lots;

6. To assure that land is suitable for the creation of building sites and to allow innovation and

flexibility in the design of residential and mixed-use developments;

7. To provide for the preservation of environmental amenities and recreational opportunities to
present and future residents of the community;

8. To provide for safe and adequate ingress and egress to lots;

9. To provide for the construction and maintenance of roads, storm water management systems,
and public utilities in an economical and efficient manner;

10. To provide for the construction and maintenance of public facilities and infrastructure in a
manner that does not overburden the Township's financial ability to provide such facilities and
infrastructure;

11. To assure the equitable provision of fire, emergency, medical, and police services to all
residents and property owners;

12. To encourage and accommodate innovation in the design, layout, and construction of land
uses and land development projects;

13. To promote the enhancement of housing, employment, shopping, traffic circulation, and
recreational opportunities for the people of the Township;

14. To promote and ensure greater compatibility of design and use between neighboring
properties;
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15. To provide for the development of land in a manner consistent with the Golden Township
Master Plan, and;

16. To provide for other purposes as outlined in Section 16¢ of the Township Zoning Act (PA 184
of 1943, as amended).

12.2 Applicability of Regulations

These regulations shall apply to all platted subdivisions, condominium subdivisions, mobile home
parks, and mixed-use developments.

12.3 Rezoning to PUD Required

A PUD may be established only by an amendment to this Ordinance and the Golden Township Zoning
Map. An approved final PUD site plan, and any conditions associated with approval of same shall
constitute the boundaries of and regulations applicable to a PUD zoning district.

12.4 PUD Zoning District Regulations Are Established on Case by Case Basis

The site plan and conditions associated with approval of a PUD shall constitute the district regulations
governing the construction, use and occupancy of buildings, the construction of other improvements,
and alteration of natural resources within a PUD.

12.5 Uses Permitted

All permitted and special uses allowed in an underlying zoning district may be established in a PUD.
Additional uses not specifically permitted in an underlying zoning district may be authorized by the
Planning Commission if it is demonstrated such uses will have a clearly beneficial, complimentary, and
functional relationship to other uses in the PUD.

The establishment of incompatible business or industrial uses in zoning districts in which such uses
are not permitted shall not be permitted under any circumstances.

12.6 General Requirements
1. Location
A PUD may be established in any zoning district except in the RC zoning district.
2. Minimum Land Area
The minimum lot area eligible for PUD zoning is five (5) acres.
3. Escrow Funds
The Planning Commission may require applicants to deposit escrow funds to cover all costs

incurred by the township for engineering, legal and planning consulting services during the
review of applications for PUD zoning.
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12.7 Design Standards

All improvements associated with a PUD shall comply with the following standards:

1.

Access

Each building site, lot, dwelling unit or other use shall have access to a public road by way of
an improved public road constructed to Oceana Road Commission standards. As amended 7-
8-08.

Roads

All roads shall be designed and built in accordance with plans prepared by a professional
engineer and shall meet Oceana County Road Commission standards, and shall be submitted
to Oceana County Road Commission for acceptance into the county road system as public
roads. As amended 7-8-08.

Signs

All signs, whether attached to a building or freestanding, shall be of unified design and
construction and shall comply with the sign regulations for the zoning district in which a
proposed PUD is to be located.

Lighting

All exterior lighting fixtures, whether attached to buildings or freestanding, shall be of uniform
design and quality, and shall be of a type and quality that limits illumination to the PUD only.

Parking Areas

Parking areas shall be designed and constructed to adequately serve the needs of all buildings
and uses within the PUD. Such areas shall be provided with a dust-free surface of either
compacted gravel, asphalt or concrete.

Parking areas shall be screened from view from adjoining property as deemed appropriate by
the Planning Commission for the zoning district in which a PUD is located. Screening can be
accomplished by existing trees or other vegetation, opaque fencing or walls, or landscaped
buffers or greenbelts.

Driveways & Access

Access to a PUD from adjoining public roads shall be designed and constructed to assure the
safety of vehicles and pedestrians. Clear vision areas shall be provided at adjoining public
roads, and at public and private road rights-of-way to assure the safety of vehicles and
pedestrians traveling on adjoining public roads and sidewalks.
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7. Access for Emergency Services

Routes for police, fire, and emergency medical services vehicles shall be provided to all
buildings and uses. Such routes shall be maintained to assure year-round access to all
buildings and uses in the PUD.

8. Loading, Service, & Storage Areas

Areas used for the delivery or pickup of goods or materials, or for servicing vehicles or
equipment, shall be screened from view from adjoining property as deemed appropriate by the
Planning Commission. Areas used for the storage of waste materials shall be screened from
view from adjoining properties and public roadways. Screening may be provided by existing
trees and other vegetation, opaque fencing or walls, or by landscaped buffers or greenbelts.

9. Storm drainage
Storm water runoff from improved areas shall be managed to prevent off-site impacts. Each
PUD shall be provided with a storm drainage system designed to accommodate a 25-year
rainfall event, and that maintains storm water runoff at a pre-development rate.
10. Integration of Natural Features
Existing natural features, such as stands of trees, regulated and unregulated wetlands,
watercourses, ponds, lakes, and topographic features shall be incorporated into the design and
layout of PUDs.
11. Utility Service
Utilities services shall be installed underground.
12.8 Optional Preapplication Conference
Before submitting an application for PUD zoning, applicants are encouraged to meet with the Planning
Commission to present preliminary PUD plans and concepts for informal, nonbonding informational
purposes.
This optional conference is intended to allow applicants to present a proposed PUD concept to the
Planning Commission, and to allow the Planning Commission to inform applicants of township land
use policies and areas of concern. Statements made by applicants or the Planning Commission at
preapplication conferences shall be for information purposes only, and shall not be legally binding.
12.9 Applications
Applications for PUD zoning shall be processed in the same manner as any other application for

rezoning. Applications shall be submitted to the zoning administrator, and shall consist of the following
materials and information:
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A completed application form, including a property ownership disclosure;

2. An application fee;

3. An escrow fee;

4, A site plan complying with the provisions of Chapter XII. If the PUD is proposed for developed
in phases, the location and timing of each phase must be indicated on the site plan.

5. A typewritten legal description of the property.

6. A typewritten statement describing:

a. The number of acres of land subject to the application;

b. The use or uses to be established in the proposed PUD, including the number and area
of lots or building sites, number, type, and floor area dwelling units, and the number,
type, and floor area of all other buildings.

C. In the event elements of the proposed PUD do not comply with underlying zoning
district regulations (such as setbacks, floor area, etc.), the nature and extent of such
noncompliance must be clearly specified.

d. If a PUD is proposed for phased development, a tentative construction schedule must

also be provided.

12.10 Review Procedure

1. Public Hearing

The Planning Commission shall conduct at least one public hearing on any application for PUD zoning.

Notification of the date, time, location and purpose of the public hearing must be published in a
newspaper and be delivered to the applicant and to owners and occupants of property within three
hundred feet of the property subject to the application. The notice must also indicate when and where
the PUD site plan and other materials relevant to the application may be inspected by the public, and
when, where, and to whom written comments pertaining to the application may be directed.

Notification must be published and delivered as follows:

a.

Publication

Notice of public hearing must be published once, not more than 15 days before the
date of the public hearing.

Delivery

Copies of the notice must be delivered by mail or personal delivery not less than eight
days before the date of the hearing to the applicant and to all owners and occupants of
property located within three hundred feet of the property subject to the application.
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The Planning Commission shall conduct the public hearing for the purpose of receiving comment on
the application.

Following the public hearing the Planning Commission may request that modifications be made to the
site plan, or that additional information deemed necessary to continued deliberations be provided. In
such cases, the Planning Commission may table consideration of the application until the modified site
plan and/or other information is provided by the applicant.

2. Planning Commission Recommendation to Township Board

Within a reasonable period of time following the public hearing, the Planning Commission shall make a
recommendation to the Township Board to approve, deny, or approve with conditions the application
for PUD zoning. A copy of the recommendation shall also be provided to the applicant.

The Planning Commission's recommendation must be consistent with the following standards:

a. It be made in writing, and must include a finding of fact describing how the PUD does or does
not comply with the provisions of this Chapter, and shall state the basis for the Planning
Commission's determination and recommendation to the Township Board regarding
establishment of the PUD zoning district.

b. The recommendation must make reference to each of the approval standards outlined under
Section 11.11 below.

C. If the Planning Commission recommends approval of a PUD, the basis for the recommendation
must be clearly specified. If approval is recommended with conditions, the basis for those
conditions, and the conditions themselves, must be clearly specified. If the Planning
Commission recommends denial of a PUD, the reasons for denial must be clearly specified. A
copy of the Planning Commission's recommendation must be provided to the applicant.

d. A copy of the site plan and other information upon which it is based must accompany the
Planning Commission’s written recommendation.

e. The Planning Commission may recommend that all buildings and improvements within a PUD
be constructed and completed prior to occupancy.

12.11 Approval Standards

Before making a recommendation to approve, approve with conditions, or deny an application for PUD
zoning, the Planning Commission must find that the PUD will or will not comply with the following
standards:

1. Use or uses established in a proposed PUD shall be consistent with the township's Master
Plan & its Zoning Ordinance.

The type of development authorized by the PUD zoning will be consistent with the intent and
purpose of the Master Plan, as well as the intent and purpose of the underlying zoning district
in which the PUD is located.
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2. The proposed PUD will create recognizable & substantial benefit.
The granting of PUD zoning will result in a recognizable and substantial benefit to the users of
the PUD and the township. Such benefits would not likely be realized if the PUD zoning was
not granted.

3. The Proposed PUD will not burden public roads, facilities, utilities & services.

The use or uses established in the PUD will not result in a material burden on police and fire
services, nor on other public services or facilities.

4. The proposed PUD will not materially impact use & development of surrounding property.

The use or uses established in the PUD will not diminish the opportunity for surrounding
property owners to use and develop their property as zoned.

5. Single ownership or control required.

The proposed PUD is under single ownership or control. A single person or entity has
responsibility for completing the project in conformity with the approved site plan and any
conditions of approval.

6. Incorporation of natural features & environmental amenities required.

Natural features, including watercourses, natural and artificial drainageways, wetlands,
floodplains, sand dune areas, lakes, ponds, stands of trees, etc., shall be substantially
incorporated into the design and construction of the PUD. The PUD shall be designed so as to
require a minimal disturbance of the natural topography.

7. Completion of Construction of Buildings & Improvements

Buildings and improvements must be completed prior to use and occupancy unless such use
or occupancy will not impair the health, safety, and general welfare of the users or occupants
of the PUD, and of the users and occupants of adjoining property. The Planning Commission
may establish conditions applicable to the completion buildings and other improvements.

8. Performance Guarantees

The Planning Commission may require a performance guarantee (cash, certified check,
irrevocable bank letter of credit, or other surety) covering the estimated cost completing
improvements within the PUD. For purposes of this subsection, the term "improvements"
means features including roadways, lighting, utilities, sidewalks, stormdrainage facilities,
screening and the like deemed by the Planning Commission as reasonably necessary to
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the Township and future users or
inhabitants of the proposed PUD. Improvements do not include the entire PUD.

When required, performance guarantees shall be deposited with the Township Clerk before
any land clearing, excavation or other construction activities commence in a PUD zoning
district.
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In the event a performance guarantee is in the form of a cash deposit, it shall be rebated
periodically by the Township Board on application by the depositor in reasonable proportion to
the ratio of the work completed on the required improvements.

12.12 Referral of Planning Commission Recommendation to Oceana County Planning
Commission

The Planning Commission's recommendation shall be forwarded to the County Planning Commission
as is required for any other rezoning application.

12.13 Township Board Action on Township Planning Commission Recommendation

Within a reasonable period of time following receipt of the County Planning Commission's comments
on the application, the Township Board shall review the Township Planning Commission's
recommendation, the accompanying site plan and other information. Following its review, the Board
may take any of the following actions:

1. Approve the Planning Commission's recommendation as submitted and approve the
application for PUD zoning. If approval is granted with conditions in addition to those
recommended by the Planning Commission, the basis for those conditions, and the conditions
themselves, must be clearly specified. If the Township Board denies the application for PUD
zoning, the reasons for denial must be clearly specified.

2. Hold additional public hearing(s) on the application.

3. Consider changes, additions, or modifications to the recommendation. In such cases, the
Township Board may return the application to the Planning Commission for additional
deliberations, reports, and public hearings.

12.14 Actions Following Township Board Approval of Planning Commission Recommendation

If the application for PUD zoning is approved, a notice regarding the establishment of the PUD zoning
district shall be published in a newspaper not more than fifteen days after establishment of the PUD
district was approved by the Township Board.

Three (3) copies of the approved site plan sha